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Introduction 

 

 ñThe great enemy of the truth is very often not the lie: deliberate, continued, and 

dishonest; but the myth: persistent, persuasive, and unrealistic.ò 

-- John F. Kennedy 

Purpose 

The goal of Gun Facts is to provide a quick reference guide for the public on gun control issues. 

Use Gun Facts when composing arguments for debates, writing letters to editors, emailing to your 

representatives, and sending statements to the media. 

The problem Gun Facts addresses is the lack of intellectual honesty within the gun control arena.  

Over many decades, various groups have presented ñinformationò to the media and the public 

that is at best inaccurate, and at worst fraudulent. Gun Facts is dedicated to debunking gun 

control myths and providing citable evidence. 

Common gun control myths are listed in the pages that follow. For each myth, one or more facts 

are presented to refute the gun control claim and the source of the information is fully cited. 

Copyright and free usage information 

This work is the copyrighted property of Guy Smith. All rights are reserved unless noted below. 

PDF: The PDF version of this document may be freely distributed providing the document is not 

altered and that the source is always cited. "Reasonable use" laws apply, which basically means 

you can use small sections of Gun Facts without my prior consent. Written excerpts may be 

distributed as long as the URL 'www.GunFacts.info' is identified as the location where the full 

document may be obtained. 

Printings: You are also allowed to print this document for your personal reference and/or for 

distribution without fee (i.e., you canôt charge money for copies of Gun Facts). This means if you 

want to print copies for the media, elected officials, gun shows, friends, etc. ï you are free to do 

so. Any distribution in any format must include the entire work.  

That being said, you can save yourself ample time, paper and ink buying a copy at Amazon. 

Questions, corrections and suggestions 

If you need to communicate with the author, send e-mail to guy@GunFacts.info.Your corrections, 

comments, additions and suggestions are welcomed and encouraged. When providing new 

information, please cite the original reference in detail ï publication, title, author, date, etc. This is 

essential. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1517467071/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=gunfacinfo-20&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=as2&creativeASIN=1517467071&linkId=eff9d5e0d98b956689905e56d8533db6
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Sources 

All sources cited in this work are accurate to the best of our research. We use the most recent 

data we can easily find. If any more recent data is available, I welcome receiving the same. 

Contributions 

I accept non-tax-exempt donations to pay for the software, hardware, paper and ink used in 

composing, editing and distributing Gun Facts. If you would like to help, drop by www.PayPal.com 

and send your donations to guy@GunFacts.info.   
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Concealed Carry 

Myth: Concealed carry doesn't prevent crimes 

Fact: News reports tell many stories of armed civilians preventing mass murder in public. A few 

selected at random include:  

¶ A citizen with a gun stopped a knife-wielding man as he began stabbing people in a Salt 
Lake City store. 

¶ Two men retrieved firearms from their cars and stopped a mass murder at the 
Appalachian School of Law. 

¶ Citizen takes out shooter while police were pinned down in Early, Texas. 
¶ Citizen stops apartment shoot-up in Oklahoma City. 

Myth: Concealed carry laws increase crime 

Fact: Crime rates involving gun owners with carry licenses have consistently been about 0.02% of 

all carry permit holders since Floridaôs right-to-carry law started in 1988.1  

                                                 
1 Florida Department of Justice, 1998 

http://www.gunfacts.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/CCW-map-2017-07-19.jpg
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Fact: Forty-three states, comprising the 

majority of the American population, are 

"right-to-carry" states ï thirty-six are 

"shall issue" states where anyone 

without a criminal record will be issued 

a permit, and seven states require no 

permit. In 1988 there were only ten 

"right-to-carry". Statistics show that in 

these states the crime rate fell (or did not 

rise) after the right-to-carry law became 

active (as of July, 2006). Seven states 

are "may issue" states where it is nearly 

impossible to obtain a CCW (Concealed 

Carry Weapon) permit.  

Fact: Gun homicides were 10% higher in states with 

restrictive CCW laws, according to a study spanning 

1980-2009.2  

Fact: After passing their concealed carry law, Florida's 

homicide rate fell from 36% above the national 

average to 4% below.3  

Fact: In Texas, murder rates fell 50% faster than the 

national average in the year after their concealed carry 

law passed. Rape rates fell 93% faster in the first year 

after enactment, and 500% faster in the 

second.4 Assaults fell 250% faster in the second year.5  

Fact: States that disallow concealed carry have violent crime rates 11% higher than national 

averages.6  

Fact: Deaths and injuries from mass public shootings fall dramatically after right-to-carry 

concealed handgun laws are enacted. Between 1977 and 1995,7 the average death rate from mass 

                                                 
2 An examination of the effects of concealed weapons laws and assault weapons bans on state-level 
murder rates, Applied Economics Letters, Vol 21, No. 4 
3 Shall issue: the new wave of concealed handgun permit laws, Cramer C and Kopel D. Golden CO: 
Independence Institute Issue Paper. October 17, 1994 
4 Some criminologists believe measuring first year change is shortsighted as it takes more than a year for 
permits to be issued, reach critical quantities, and for the criminally minded to recognize the new situation 
and avoid violent confrontations. 
5 Bureau of Justice Statistics, online database, reviewing Texas and U.S. violent crime from 1995-2001. 
6 FBI, Uniform Crime Reports, 2004 - excludes Hawaii and Rhode Island - small populations and 
geographic isolation create other determinants to violent crime. 
7 Federal legislation created a national "gun-free schools" policy, effective in 1996.  Some criminologists 
maintain this created a new dynamic, encouraging mass murder on campus. Thus, after 1995 it is 
increasingly difficult to make comparisons based on the effects of CCWs and mass shootings. 

Type of Crime 
% Higher in 

Restrictive States 

Robbery 105% 

Murder 86% 

Assault 82% 

Violent Crime 81% 

Auto Theft 60% 

Rape 25% 

http://www.gunfacts.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/CONCEALED-CARRY-Concealed-Carry-Expansion-and-Violent-Crime-Rates.png
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shootings plummeted by up to 91% after such laws went into effect, and injuries dropped by over 

80%.8  

Fact:  More to the point, crime is significantly higher in states without right-to-carry laws.9 

Myth: Right-To-Carry laws increase violent crime 13-
15% 

Fact: This rather miserable working paper is a wellspring of bad methodology, which might 

explain why it was not (as of July 2017) published in a peer reviewed journal.  

Myth: Concealed carry permit holders shoot police 

Fact: The Violence Policy Center started listing instances of CCW holders shooting 

police.10 From May 2007 through November 2009 (2.5 years) they recorded nine police deaths, 

three in one mass killing by a white supremacist using an AK-47 rifle. Of the nine, five had yet to 

be tried or convicted as of the date of their report.  

Myth: People with concealed weapons licenses will 
commit 
crimes 
Fact: The results for the 

first 30 states that passed 

"shall-issue" laws for 

concealed carry 

licenses are similar.  

Fact: In Texas, citizens 

with concealed carry 

licenses are 14 times less 

likely to commit a 

crime.  They are also five 

                                                 
8 Multiple Victim Public Shootings, Bombings, and Right-to-Carry Concealed Handgun Laws: Contrasting 
Private and Public Law Enforcement, John Lott and William Landes, Law School of the University of 
Chicago, Law & Economics Working Paper No. 73 
11 Reports were as received. No selection or filtering process was used. 
12 Violent crime rates are from inception of ñshall issueò CCW through 2006, the most recent period 
available through the Bureau of Justice Statistics online database. 
13 October 1987 through Jan 2008 
14 1995 ï no follow-up data available at time of collection 
15 1994 through 2007 
16 1995 through 2004 

State11 Licenses issued Revoked licenses % Revoked Violent 

Crime 

Rate 

Change12 

Florida 1,327,32113 4,129 0.3% -30.5% 

Virginia 50,00014 0 0.0% -21.9% 

Arizona 63,00015 50 0.9% -28.7% 

North Carolina 59,59716 1,274 1.2% -26.4% 

Minnesota 46,63617  12 0.03% 8.0%18 

Michigan 155,00019 2,178 0.1% 1.4% 

http://www.gunfacts.info/gun-control-research-analysis/#rtc-laws-and-violent-crime
file:///C:/Users/Guy/Documents/Guns/Gun%20Facts%20Versions/6.3/Chapters/Raw/Concealed%20carry.docx%23_ftn17
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times less likely to commit a violent crime.20  

Fact: People with concealed carry licenses are:21  

¶ 5.7 times less likely to be arrested for violent offenses than the general public 
¶ 13.5 times less likely to be arrested for non-violent offenses than the general public 

Fact: Even gun control organizations agree it is a non-problem. One said about Texas, "because 

there haven't been Wild West shootouts in the streets".22  

Fact: Of 14,000 CCW licensees in Oregon, only 4 (0.03%) were convicted of the criminal (not 

necessarily violent) use or possession of a firearm.  

Fact: "I'm detecting that I'm eating a lot of crow on this issue ... I think that says something, that 

we've gotten to this point in the year and in the third largest city in America there has not been a 

single charge against anyone that had anything to do with a concealed handgun."23  

Fact: In Florida, a state that has allowed concealed carry since late 1987, you are twice as likely to 

be attacked by an alligator as by a person with a concealed carry permit.24  

Myth: 460 people have been killed by CCW permit 
holders 

Fact: The "study" by gun control group Violence Policy Center covers a six year span, meaning 

that at worst there is an average of 76 shootings of all types per year, including justifiable 

homicides.  

Fact: As of 2017, there are over 14,500,000 CCW holders,25 meaning the worst case kill rate 

(justifiable or not) is 0.003% of all CCW holders.  

                                                 
15 1994 through 2007 
16 1995 through 2004 
17 2002 through 2006 
18 In 2005 and 2006, Minnesota had an abnormal spike in robbery and aggravated assaults. The first three 
years of CCW in Minnesota saw violent crime rates being roughly stable and the problem has somewhat 
abated since then. 
19 2001 through 2007 
20 Texas Department of Public Safety and the U.S. Census Bureau, reported in San Antonio Express-
News, September, 2000 
21 An Analysis of the Arrest Rate of Texas Concealed Carry Handgun License Holders as Compared to the 
Arrest Rate of the Entire Texas Population, William E. Sturdevant, PE, September 11, 1999 
22 Nina Butts, Texans Against Gun Violence, Dallas Morning News, August 10, 2000 
23 John Holmes, Harris County [Houston, TX] District Attorney, In Session: Handgun Law's First Year Belies 
Fears of 'Blood in the Streets,ò Texas Lawyer, December 9, 1996 
24 Concealed Weapons/Firearms License Statistical Report, Florida Department of State, 1998 ï Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, December 1998 
25 State-by-state tally from licensing records conducted by Crime Prevention Research Center 
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Myth: Concealed guns in bars will cause violence 

Fact: In Virginia, in the first year where CCW holders were allowed to carry in bars, the number 

of major crimes involving firearms at bars and restaurants statewide declined 5.2%. The crimes 

that occurred during the law's first year were relatively minor.26  

Myth: Texas CCW holders are arrested 66% more often 

Fact: The Violence Policy Center 

"study" only includes arrests, not 

convictions.  

Fact: Many of these arrests in this 

premature VPC "study" came in the 

early years of Texas CCWs when the 

law was not understood by most of the 

law enforcement community or 

prosecutors.  

Fact: Most arrests cited are not any form 

of violent crime (includes bounced 

checks or tax delinquency).27  

Fact: Compared to the entire population, 

Texas CCW holders are about 7.6 times 

less likely to be arrested for a violent 

crime.28 Breakdown as follows:  

¶ 214,000 CCW holders29 
¶ 526 (0.2%) felony arrests of CCW holders that have been adjudicated 
¶ 100 (0.05%) felony convictions 

Fact: A different study concludes that the four-year violent crime arrest rate for CCW holders is 

128 per 100,000. For the general population, it is 710 per 100,000. In other words, CCW holders 

are 5.5 times less likely to commit a violent crime.30  

                                                 
26 Gun Crimes Drop at Virginia Bars And Restaurants, Richmond Times-Dispatch, August 14, 2011, 
reporting data from the Virginia State Police 
27 Basis For Revocation Or Suspension Of Texas Concealed, Texas Department of Public Safety, 
December 1, 1998 
28 Texas Department of Corrections data, 1996-2000, compiled by the Texas State Rifle Association, 
www.tsra.com[/ref] The 
29 These are year 2000 records. As of 2014, the number of Texas concealed carry license holders was 
825,957. 
30 An Analysis Of The Arrest Rate Of Texas Concealed Handgun License Holders As Compared To The 
Arrest Rate Of The Entire Texas Population, William E. Sturdevant, PE, September 11, 1999 

http://www.tsra.com/
http://www.gunfacts.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/CONCEALED-CARRY-Concealed-Carry-Licensee-Crime-Rates-vs-General-Population.png
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Fact: "I lobbied against the law in 1993 and 1995 because I thought it would lead to wholesale 

armed conflict. That hasn't happened. All the horror stories I thought would come to pass didn't 

happen. No bogeyman. I think it's worked out well, and that says good things about the citizens 

who have permits. I'm a convert."31  

Fact: "It has impressed me how remarkably responsible the permit holders have been."32  

Myth: People do not need concealable weapons 

Fact: In 80% of gun defenses, the defender used a concealable handgun. A quarter of the gun 

defenses occurred in places away from the defender's home.33  

Fact: 77% of all violent crime occurs in public places.34  This makes concealed carry necessary 

for almost all self-defense needs. But due to onerous laws forbidding concealed carry, only 26.8% 

of defensive gun uses occurred away from home.35  

Fact: Often, small weapons that are capable of being concealed are the only ones usable by people 

of small stature or with physical disabilities.  

Fact: The average citizen doesn't need a Sport Utility Vehicle, but driving one is arguably safer 

than driving other vehicles. Similarly, carrying a concealable gun makes the owner ð and his or 

her community ð safer by providing protection not otherwise available.  

Fact: 56% of Americans say more concealed weapons would make the country safer.36 Millions 

of Americans have concealed carry permits, and this doesn't include people who carry in states 

that do not require permits.  

Myth: CCWs will lead to mass public shootings 

Fact: Multiple victim public shootings drop in states that pass shall-issue CCW legislation.37  

Fact: Of all the alternatives to preventing mass public shootings, police officers believe that 

civilian concealed carry is the most effective. "38  

                                                 
31 Glenn White, President of the Dallas Police Association, Dallas Morning News, December 23, 1997 
32 Colonel James Wilson, Director Texas Department of Public Safety, Dallas Morning News, June 11, 
1996 
33 Armed Resistance to Crime: The Prevalence and Nature of Self-Defense with a Gun, by Gary Kleck and 
Marc Gertz, in The Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology, Northwestern University School of Law, Volume 
86, Number 1, Fall, 1995 
34 Criminal Victimization in the United States, U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1993 
35 Kleck and Gertz, National Self Defense Survey, 1995 
36 Majority Say More Concealed Weapons Would Make U.S. Safer, Gallup Poll, October, 2015 
37 Multiple Victim Public Shootings, Bombings, and Right-to-Carry Concealed Handgun Laws: Contrasting 
Private and Public Law Enforcement,  Lott John R., Landes William M.; University of Chicago ð Covers 
years 1977 to 1995 
38 Gun Policy & Law Enforcement, PoliceOne, March 2013 

http://www.gunfacts.info/gun-control-myths/miscellaneous-gun-control-information/#CCW-stats
http://www.gunfacts.info/gun-control-myths/miscellaneous-gun-control-information/#CCW-stats
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Fact: CCW holders have prevented or 

curtailed mass public shootings ï Pearl, 

Mississippi (Pearl Junior High School), 

Edinboro, Pennsylvania (Parker Middle 

School), Winnemucca, Nevada (Players 

Bar and Grill), and Colorado Springs, 

Colorado (New Life Church).  

Myth: Police and 
prosecutors are 
against concealed 
carrying by citizens 

Fact:  In a survey of 15,000 officers, 91% said concealed carry should be permitted citizens 

"without question and without further restrictions."39  

Fact: 66% of police chiefs believe that citizens carrying concealed firearms reduce rates of violent 

crime.40  

Fact: "All the horror stories I thought would come to pass didn't happen ...I think itôs worked out 

well, and that says good things about the citizens who have permits.  Iôm a convert."41  

Fact: "I ... [felt] that such legislation present[ed] a clear and present danger to law-abiding citizens 

by placing more handguns on our streets. Boy was I wrong. Our experience in Harris County, and 

indeed statewide, has proven my fears absolutely groundless."42  

Fact: "Virginia has not turned into Dodge City.  We have not seen a problem."43  

Fact: "The concerns I had ï with more guns on the street, folks may be more apt to square off 

against one another with weapons ï we haven't experienced that.ò44  

Fact: ñé to the best of my knowledge, we have not had an issue.  I had expected there would be a 

lot more problems é But it has actually worked out."45  

Fact: "Coming from California [where he was on the Los Angeles police force for 28 years], 

where it takes an act of Congress to get a concealed weapon permit, I got to Maine, where they 

                                                 
39 Gun Policy & Law Enforcement, PoliceOne, arch 2013 
40 National Association of Chiefs of Police, 17th Annual National Survey of Police Chiefs & Sheriffs, 2005 
41 Glenn White, president, Dallas Police Association, Dallas Morning News, December 23, 1997 
42 John B. Holmes, Harris County Texas district attorney, Dallas Morning News, December 23, 1997 
43 Jerry Kilgore, Virginia Public Safety Secretary, Fredricksburg Freelance Star, February 2, 1996 
44 Chief Dennis Nowicki, Charlotte-Mecklenburg North Carolina Police, News and Observer, November 24, 
1997 
45 Lt. William Burgess of the Calhoun County (Michigan) Sheriff Department, Battle Creek Enquirer, 
January 28, 2005 

http://www.gunfacts.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/CONCEALED-CARRY-Concealed-Carry-vs-Multiple-Victim-Mass-Public-Shootings.png
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give out lots of carrying concealed weapon permits, and I had a stack of CCW permits I was 

denying; that was my orientation. I changed my orientation real quick. Maine is one of the safest 

places in America. Clearly, suspects knew that good Americans were armed."46  

Fact: Explain this to the Law Enforcement Alliance of America, the Second Amendment Police 

Department, and the Law Enforcement for the Preservation of the Second Amendment, all of 

whom support shall-issue concealed carry laws.  

 

                                                 
46 Detroit Police Chief James Craig, Detroit police chief: Legal gun owners can deter crime, The Detroit 
News, January 3, 2014 
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Assault Weapons 

"Assault weapon" is an invented term. In the firearm lexicon, there is no 

such thing as an "assault weapon."47 The closest relative is the "assault 

rifle," which is a machine gun or ñselect fireò rifle that shoots rifle 

cartridges.48 In most cases, "assault weapons" are functionally identical 

though less powerful than hunting rifles, but they are cosmetically 

similar to military guns. 

Myth: Assault weapons are a serious problem in the 
U.S. 

Fact: In 1994, before the Federal "assault weapons ban," you were eleven (11) times more likely 

to be beaten to death than to be killed by an ñassault weapon.ò49  

Fact: In the first 7 years since the ban was lifted, murders declined 43%, violent crime 43%, rapes 

27% and robberies 49%.50  

Fact: Nationally, "assault weapons" were used in 1.4% of crimes involving firearms and 0.25% of 

all violent crime before the enactment of any national or state ñassault weaponsò ban. In many 

major urban areas (San Antonio, Mobile, Nashville, etc.) and some entire states (Maryland, New 

Jersey, etc.) the rate is less than 0.1%.51  

Fact: Even weapons misclassified as "assault weapons" (common in the former Federal and 

California ñassault weaponsò confiscations) are used in less than 1% of all homicides.52  

Fact: Only 1.4% of recovered crime weapons are models covered under the 1994 "assault 

weapons" ban.53  

                                                 
47 It is worth noting that there are numerous different ólegalô definitions of "assault weapons".  A report from 
the Legal Community Against Violence showed no fewer than eight jurisdictions, anywhere from 19 to 75 
banned firearms, six differing generic classification schemes and several legal systems for banning more 
firearms without specific legislative action.  In other words, an "assault weapon" is whatever a politician 
deems it to be. 
48 Small Arms Identification and Operations Guide, U.S. Department of Defense. The exact statement from 
their manual is "short, compact, select-fire weapons that fires a cartridge intermediate in power between 
submachine gun and rifle cartridges." 
49 Based on death rates reported by CDC and FBI Uniform Crime Statistics and estimating from state-level 
reporting on the percent of crimes involving types of firearms 
50 FBI Uniform Crime Statistics, Uniform Crime Reporting Statistics - UCR Data Online, 1995-2012 
51 Targeting Guns, Gary Kleck, Aldine Transaction, 1997, compilation of 48 metropolitan police 
departments from 1980-1994 
52 Based on state-level reporting from various states in 1993 during debates concerning the bill. 
53 From statewide recovery report from Connecticut (1988-1993) and Pennsylvania (1989-1994) 
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Fact: In Virginia, no surveyed inmates had carried an "assault weapon" during the commission of 

their last crime, despite 20% admitting that they had previously owned such weapons.54  

Fact: Police reports show that "assault weapons" are a non-problem: For California:  

¶ Los Angeles: In 1998, of 538 documented gun incidents, only one (0.2%) involved an 
"assault weapon." 

¶ San Francisco: In 1998, only 2.2% of confiscated weapons were "assault weapons." 
¶ San Diego: Between 1988 and 1990, only 0.3% of confiscated weapons were "assault 

weapons." 
¶ "I surveyed the firearms used in violent crimes...assault-type firearms were the least of our 

worries."55 

For the rest of the nation:  

¶ Between 1980 and 1994, only 2% of confiscated guns were "assault weapons."56 
¶ Fewer than 2% of criminals that commit violent crimes used "assault weapons."57 

Fact: Most "assault weapons" have no more firepower or killing capacity than the average hunting 

rifle and ñplay a small role in overall violent crime.ò58  

Fact: Even the government agrees. "... the weapons banned by this legislation [1994 Federal 

Assault Weapons ban - since repealed] were used only rarely in gun crimes."59  

Myth: Assault weapons are used in mass public 
shootings 

Fact: A decade long study, covering 84 mass public shootings, found that pistols were used 60% 

of the time. Rifles were used 27%.60 But that is all types of rifles, and so-called "assault weapons" 

(such as the AR-15 or civilian versions of the AK-47) are a subset of these.  

  

                                                 
54 Criminal Justice Research Center, Department of Criminal Justice Services, 1994 
55 S.C. Helsley, Assistant Director DOJ Investigation and Enforcement Branch, California, October 31, 1988 
56 Targeting Guns, Gary Kleck, Aldine Transaction, 1997, compilation of 48 metropolitan police 
departments from 1980-1994 
57 Targeting Guns, Gary Kleck, Aldine Transaction, 1997, calculated from Bureau of Justice Statistics, 
assault weapon recovery rates 
58 House Panel Issue: Can Gun Ban Work, New York Times. April 7, 1989. P. A-15, quoting Philip McGuire, 
Handgun Control, Inc., 
59 Impacts of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban: 1994-96, National Institute of Justice, March 1999 
60 United States Active Shooter Events from 2000 to 2010: Training and Equipment Implications, Advanced 
Law Enforcement Rapid Response Training (ALERRT), Texas State University, 2013 
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Myth: Every 48 hours, an assault rifle is traced to crime 
in Maryland 

Fact: This claim by Cease Fire Maryland includes firearms never used in crimes. Some examples 

of firearms traced include:  

¶ 47 firearms found at a private residence of a person who passed-away from natural 
causes, and which were never used in any crime. 

¶ Firearms temporarily taken from owners under court Emergency Evaluation Petitions (the 
firearms were not used in crimes, but the judge wanted them confiscated until other issues 
are resolved). 

Fact: This claim lacks perspective.  During the same time period, there were 163,101 violent 

crimes reported in Maryland.  Even if the Cease Fire Maryland data was correct, they have 

connected assault rifles to just 0.4% of violent crimes during the same period.  

Myth: One out of five police officers killed are killed 
with assault weapons61 

Fact: This "study" included firearms not on the former Federal "assault weapons" list. By 

including various legal firearms62 the report inflated the statistics nearly 100%.  

Fact: Only 1% of police officers murdered were killed using "assault weapons." They were twice 

as likely to be killed with their own handgun.63  

Fact: One 2006 federal government study found zero "assault weapons" were used to kill police 

officers.64  

Fact: Police donôt think it is a major problem, with 91% saying an assault weapons ban would 

have either no effect or a negative effect on violent crime.65  

  

                                                 
61 This claim was made by the anti-gun Violence Policy Center in their 2003 report titled Officer Down 
62 The study included legal models of the SKS, Ruger Mini-14, and M1-Carbine, which were all in 
circulation before the federal "assault weapons" ban and which were excluded from the ban. 
63 Law Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted, FBI, 1994 
64 Violent Encounters: A Study of Felonious Assaults on Our Nationôs Law Enforcement Officers, U.S. 
Department of Justice, August 2006 
65 Gun Policy & Law Enforcement, PoliceOne, March 2013 
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Myth: Assault weapons are favored by criminals 

Fact: Only 6% of criminals use anything that is classified (even incorrectly) as an "assault 

weapon,"66 and fewer than 2.5% of criminal claimed to use these firearms when committing 

crimes.67  

Fact: Criminals are over five times more likely to carry single shot handguns as they are to carry 

"assault weapons."68  

Fact: "Assault rifles have never been an issue in law enforcement. I have been on this job for 25 

years and I havenôt seen a drug dealer carry one. They are not used in crimes, they are not used 

against police officers."69  

Fact: "Since police started keeping statistics, we now know that óassault weaponsô are/were used 

in an underwhelming 0.026 of 1% of crimes in New Jersey. This means that my officers are more 

likely to confront an escaped tiger from the local zoo than to confront an assault rifle in the hands 

of a drug-crazed killer on the streets."70  

Thoughts: "Assault weapons" are large and unwieldy. Even misclassified handguns tend to be 

bigger than practical for concealed carry. Criminals (who, incidentally, disregard concealed carry 

laws) are unlikely to carry "assault weapons" and instead carry handguns, which are more easily 

concealed.  

Myth: Assault weapons can be easily converted to 
machine guns 

Fact: Firearms that can be "readily converted" are already prohibited by law.71  

Fact: None of the firearms on the list of banned weapons can be readily converted.72  

Fact: Only 0.15% of over 4,000 weapons confiscated in Los Angeles in one year were converted, 

and only 0.3% had any evidence of an attempt to convert.73  

                                                 
66 Firearm Use by Offenders, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 2001 
67 Firearm Use by Offenders, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 2001 
68 Firearm Use by Offenders, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 2001 
69 Deputy Chief of Police Joseph Constance, Trenton, NJ, testimony - Senate Judiciary Committee in Aug 
1993 
70 Deputy Chief of Police Joseph Constance, Trenton, NJ, testimony - Senate Judiciary Committee in Aug 
1993 
71 U.S. Code title 26, subtitle E, Chapter 53, subchapter B, part 1, section 5845 
72 BATF test as reported in the New York Times, April 3, 1989 
73 Congressional testimony, Jimmy Trahin, Los Angeles Detective, Subcommittee on the Constitution of the 
Committee on the Judiciary, May 5, 1989, 101st Congress, 1st Session, Washington, DC, US Government 
Printing Office, May 5, 1989, p. 379 
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Myth: Assault weapons are used in 16% of homicides 

Fact: This figure was concocted to promote an "assault weapons" bill in New York. Their 

classification scheme included most firearms sold in the U.S. since 1987 (centerfire rifles, 

shotguns holding more than six cartridges, and handguns holding more than 10 rounds). By 

misclassifying most firearms as ñassault weapons,ò they expanded the scope of a non-problem.  

Myth: The 1994 (former) Federal Assault Weapons Ban 
was effective 

Fact: Murder rates were 19.3% higher when the Federal assault weapons ban was in force.74  

Fact: " ... we cannot clearly credit the ban with any of the nationôs recent drop in gun violence."75  

Fact: The ban covered only 1.39% of the models of firearms on the market, so the banôs 

effectiveness is automatically limited.  

Fact: "The ban has failed to reduce the average number of victims per gun murder incident or 

multiple gunshot wound victims."76  

Fact: "The public safety benefits of the 1994 ban have not yet been demonstrated."77  

Fact: "The ban triggered speculative price increases and ramped-up production of the banned 

firearms ... prior to the lawôs implementation,"78 and thus increased the total supply over the 

following decade.  

Fact: The Brady Campaign claims that "After the 1994 ban, there were 18% fewer óassault 

weaponsô traced to crime in the first eight months of 1995 than were traced in the same period in 

1994." However, they failed to note (and these are mentioned in the NIJ study) that:  

1. "Assault weapons" traces were minimal before the ban (due to their infrequent use in 
crimes), so an 18% change enters the realm of statistical irrelevancy. 

2. Fewer "assault weapons" were available to criminals because collectors bought-up the 
available supply before the ban. 

  

                                                 
74 An examination of the effects of concealed weapons laws and assault weapons bans on state-level 
murder rates, Applied Economics Letters, Vol 21, No. 4 
75 An Updated Assessment of the Federal Assault Weapons Ban: Impacts on Gun Markets and Gun 
Violence, 1994-2003, National Institute of Justice, June 2004 
76 Impacts of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban: 1994-96, National Institute of Justice, March 1999 
77 Impacts of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban: 1994-96, National Institute of Justice, March 1999 
78 Impacts of the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban: 1994-96, National Institute of Justice, March 1999 
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Myth: States need to ban assault weapons 

Fact: State assault weapons bans "did not significantly affect murder rates" in a study covering 

1980-2009. 79 

Myth: Assault weapons have only one purpose, to kill 
large numbers of people 

Fact: Of the millions of these firearms currently in civilian hands, they are routinely used for:  

¶ Small game hunting (especially hog hunting in thick southern brush) 
¶ Sports competitions such as "three gun shoots" 
¶ Self-defense, both at home and during civil disorder situations such as the Rodney King 

riots in L.A. and Hurricane Katrina 

Myth: Nobody needs an assault weapon 

Fact: Their light weight and durability make them suitable for many types of hunting and are 

especially favored for wild boar hunting.  

Fact: Their lighter recoil combined with light weight make them the preferred rifle with people of 

small stature or limited strength.  

Fact: Recall the 1992 Rodney King riots in the anti-gun city of Los Angeles. Every major news 

network carried footage of Korean store owners sitting on the roofs of their stores, armed with 

"assault weapons."80 Those were the stores that did not get burned to the ground, and those were 

the people that were not dragged into the street and beaten by rioters. "You canôt get around the 

image of people shooting at people to protect their stores and it working. This is damaging to the 

[gun control] movement."81  

Fact: There are many reasons people prefer to use these firearms:  

¶ They are easy to operate 
¶ They are very reliable in outdoor conditions (backpacking, hunting, etc.) 
¶ They are accurate 
¶ They are good for recreational and competitive target shooting 
¶ They have value in many self-defense situations 

Fact: There are many sports in which these firearms are required:  

¶ Many hunters use these firearms (especially for wild boar hunting in the south) 

                                                 
79 An examination of the effects of concealed weapons laws and assault weapons bans on state-level 
murder rates, Applied Economics Letters, Vol 21, No. 4 
80 Washington Post, May 2, 1992 
81 Josh Sugarmann, executive director of the Violence Policy Center, Washington Post, May 18, 1993 
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¶ Three-gun target matches 
¶ Camp Perry competitions, especially the Service Rifle events 
¶ DCM/CMP competitions 
¶ Bodyguard simulations 

Fact: Ours is a Bill of Rights, not a Bill of Needs.  
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Guns and Crime Prevention 

Myth: Private ownership of guns is not effective in 
preventing crime 

Fact: Every year, people in the United 

States use guns to defend themselves 

against criminals an estimated 2,500,000 

times ï more than 6,500 people a day, or 

once every 13 seconds.82  Of these 

instances, 15.7% of the people using 

firearms defensively stated that they 

"almost certainly" saved their lives by 

doing so.  

Fact: Even the governmentôs estimate, 

which has a major methodology 

problem,83 estimates people defend 

themselves 235,700 times each year with 

guns. 84 

Fact: The number of times per year an American uses a firearm to deter a home invasion alone is 

498,000.85  

Fact: In 83.5% (2,087,500) of these successful gun defenses, the attacker either threatened or used 

force first, proving that guns are very well suited for self-defense.  

Fact: The rate of defensive gun use (DGU) is six times that of criminal gun use.86  

Fact:  Of the 2,500,000 times citizens use guns to defend themselves, 92% merely brandish their 

gun or fire a warning shot to scare off their attackers.87  

                                                 
82 Journal of Criminal Law and Criminology, Kleck and Gertz, Fall 1995 
83 This ongoing victimization survey involved people from the government personally interviewing victims in 
person. Some criminologists believe this induces self-reporting biases (e.g., people don't like to tell the 
government they own a gun). Thus, this low number from the National Crime Victimization Survey is 
considered to be an outlier and not reliable. 
84 Firearm Violence, 1993-2011, Bureau of Justice Statistics, May 2013 
85 Estimating intruder-related firearm retrievals in U.S. households, 1994. Robin M. Ikeda, Violence and 
Victims, Winter 1997 
86 Crime statistics: Bureau of Justice Statistics - National Crime Victimization Survey (2005).  DGU 
statistics: Targeting Guns, Kleck (average of 15 major surveys where DGUs were reported) 
87 Targeting Guns, Gary Kleck, Aldine de Gruyter, 1997, from the National Self-Defense Survey 
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Fact:  In most of the remaining 8% of defensive gun uses, a citizen never wounds his or her 

attacker (they fire warning shots), and in less than one in a thousand instances is the attacker 

killed.88  

Fact: In one local review of firearm homicide, more than 12% were civilian legal defensive 

homicides.89  

Fact: For every accidental death (802), suicide (16,869) or homicide (11,348)90 with a firearm 

(29,019), 13 lives (390,000)91 are preserved through defensive use.  

Fact: When using guns in self-defense, 91.1% of the time, not a single shot is fired.92  

Fact: After the implementation of Canada's 1977 gun controls prohibiting handgun possession for 

protection, the ñbreaking and enteringò crime rate rose 25%, surpassing the American rate.93  

Myth: Only police should have guns 

Fact: ñMost criminals are more worried about meeting an armed victim than they are about 

running into the police.ò94  

Fact: For kids in schools, police end such attacks only 27% of the time.95  

Fact: 11% of police shootings kill an innocent person ð about 2% of shootings by citizens kill an 

innocent person.96  

Fact: Police have trouble keeping their own guns.  Hundreds of firearms are missing from the FBI 

and 449 of them have been involved in crimes.97  

Fact: People who saw the helplessness of the L.A. Police Department during the 1992 King Riots 

or the looting and violence in New Orleans after hurricane Katrina know that citizens need guns to 

defend themselves.  

                                                 
88 Targeting Guns, Gary Kleck, Aldine de Gruyter, 1997, from the National Self-Defense Survey 
89 Death by Gun: One Year Later, Time Magazine, May 14, 1990 
90 Unintentional Firearm Deaths, 2001, U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center 
for Injury Prevention and Control 
91 Targeting Guns, Gary Kleck, Aldine de Gruyter, 1997 
92 National Crime Victimization Survey, 2000 
93 Residential Burglary: A Comparison of the United States, Canada and England and Wales, Pat Mayhew, 
National Institute of Justice., Wash., D.C., 1987 
94 Armed and Considered Dangerous: A Survey of Felons and Their Firearms, Wright and Rossi, 1986 
95 Implications for the Prevention of School Attacks, United States Secret Service and United States 
Department of Education, 2002 
96 Shall issue: the new wave of concealed handgun permit laws, Clayton Cramer, David Kopel, 
Independence Institute Issue Paper. October 17, 1994 
97 ABC News, July 17, 2001 
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Fact: "In actual shootings, citizens do far better than law enforcement on hit potential. They hit 

their targets and they don't hit other people. I wish I could say the same for cops. We train more, 

they do better."98  

Myth: You are more 
likely to be injured or 
killed using a gun for 
self-defense 

Fact: You are far more likely to survive 

violent assault if you defend yourself 

with a gun.99  

Myth: Guns are not 
effective in preventing 
crime against women 

Fact: Of the 2,500,000 annual self-defense cases using guns, more than 7.7% (192,500) are by 

women defending themselves against sexual abuse.  

Fact: When a woman was armed with a gun or knife, only 3% of rape attacks were completed, 

compared to 32% when the woman was unarmed.100  

Fact: The probability of serious injury from 

an attack is 2.5 times greater for women 

offering no resistance than for women 

resisting with guns. Men also benefit from 

using guns, but the benefits are smaller: Men 

are 1.4 times more likely to receive a serious 

injury.101  

Fact: 28.5% of women have one or more 

guns in the house.102  

                                                 
98 Sheriff Greg White, Cole County, Missouri, Guns to be allowed on campus?, KRCG News, July 31, 2009 
99 The Value of Civilian Handgun Possession as a Deterrent to Crime or a Defense Against Crime, Don B. 
Kates, 1991 American Journal of Criminal Law 
100 Law Enforcement Assistance Administration, Rape Victimization in 26 American Cities, U.S. Department 
of Justice, 1979 
101 National Crime Victimization Survey, Department of Justice 
102 2001 National Gun Policy Survey of the National Opinion Research Center: Research Findings, Smith, 
T, National Opinion Research Center, University of Chicago, December 2001. 

Reported Rape Rates 1995ï2003 (per 100,000 

population) 

 
1995 2003 % Change 

Australia 72.5 91.7 +26.5 

United Kingdom 43.3 69.2 +59.8 

United States 37.1 32.1 -13.5 
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Fact: 41.7% of women either own or have convenient access to guns.103  

Fact: In 1966, the city of Orlando responded to a wave of sexual assaults by offering firearms 

training classes to women. Rapes dropped by nearly 90% the following year.  

Fact: Firearm availability appears to be 

particularly useful in avoiding rape. The 

United Kingdom virtually banned 

handgun ownership. During the same 

period handgun ownership in the United 

States steadily rose. Yet the rate of rape 

decreased in the United States and 

skyrocketed in the other countries, as 

shown in the table.  

Fact: More Americans believe having a 

gun in the home makes them safer. This 

belief grows every year the survey is 

taken.104  

Fact: Arthur Kellerman, a researcher 

whose work is often cited by gun control groups, said "If you've got to resist, your chances of 

being hurt are less the more lethal your weapon. If that were my wife, would I want her to have a 

.38 Special in her hand? Yeah."105  

  

                                                 
103 2001 National Gun Policy Survey of the National Opinion Research Center: Research Findings, Smith, 
T, National Opinion Research Center, University of Chicago, December 2001. 
104 Americans by Slight Margin Say Gun in the Home Makes It Safer, Gallup Poll, October 20, 2006 
105 Gun Crazy, S.F. Examiner, April 3, 1994 
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Crime and Guns 

Basic to the debates on gun control is the fact that most violent crime is committed by repeat 

offenders.  Dealing with recidivism is key to solving violence.  

¶ 71% of gunshot victims had previous arrest records. 
¶ 64% had been convicted of a crime. 
¶ Each had an average of 11 prior arrests.106,107 
¶ 63% of victims had criminal histories and 73% of that group knew their assailant (twice as 

often as victims without criminal histories).108 
¶ 74% of homicides during the commission of a felony involve guns.109 

Most gun violence is between criminals. This should be the public policy focus. 

Myth: Criminals buy guns at gun stores and gun shows 

Fact: One study 110of adult offenders living in Chicago or nearby determined that criminals 

obtain most of their guns through their social network and personal connections. Rarely is the 

proximate source either direct purchase from a gun store, or even theft. This agrees with other, 

broader studies of incarcerated felons.  

Fact: Another city-wide study,111 this one in Pittsburgh, showed that 80% of people 

illegally carrying guns were prohibited from possessing guns, and that a minimum of 30% of the 

guns were stolen.  

Fact:  Other common arrangements include sharing guns and holding guns for others.112  

Myth: Guns are not a good deterrent to crime 

Fact: Every year 400,000 life-threatening violent crimes are prevented using firearms.  

                                                 
106 Richard Lumb, Paul Friday, City of Charlotte Gunshot Study, Department of Criminal Justice, 1994 
107 Homicides and Non-Fatal Shootings: A Report on the First 6 Months Of 2009, Milwaukee Homicide 
Review Commission, July 13, 2009 
108 Firearm-related Injury Incidents in 1999 ï Annual Report, San Francisco Department of Public Health 
and San Francisco Injury Center, February 2002 
109 Homicide Trends in the United States, 1980-2008, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 2011 
110 Sources of guns to dangerous people: What we learn by asking them, Cook, Parker, Pollack, Preventive 
Medicine, Volume 79, October 2015 
111 Gaps continue in firearm Surveillance: Evidence from a large U.S. city Bureau of Police, Fabio, Duell, 
Creppage, O'Donnell and Laporte, Social Medicine, Vol 1, 2016 
112 Sources of guns to dangerous people: What we learn by asking them, Cook, Parker, Pollack, Preventive 
Medicine, Volume 79, October 2015 
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Fact: 60% of convicted felons admitted that they avoided committing crimes when they knew the 

victim was armed. 40% of convicted felons admitted that they avoided committing crimes when 

they thought the victim might be armed.113  

Fact: Guns prevent an estimated 2.5 

million crimes a year or 6,849 every 

day.114 Most often, the gun is never fired 

and no blood (including the criminalôs) 

is shed.  

Fact: Property-crime rates are dropping 

(especially burglaries). The chart shows 

the legal handgun supply in America 

(mainly in civilian hands) relative to the 

property-crime rate.115  

Fact: Felons report that they avoid 

entering houses where people are at 

home because they fear being shot.116  

Fact: 59% of the burglaries in Britain, 

which has tough gun control laws, are ñhot burglariesò117 which are burglaries committed while 

the home is occupied by the owner/renter. By contrast, the U.S., with more lenient gun control 

laws, has a ñhot burglaryò rate of only 13%.118  

Fact: Washington DC has essentially banned gun ownership since 1976119 and has a murder rate 

of 56.9 per 100,000. Across the river in Arlington, Virginia, gun ownership is less restricted. 

There, the murder rate is just 1.6 per 100,000, less than three percent of the Washington, DC 

rate.120  

Fact: 26% of all retail businesses report keeping a gun on the premises for crime control.121  

                                                 
113 Armed and Considered Dangerous: A Survey of Felons and Their Firearms, James Wright and Peter 
Rossi, Aldine, 1986 
114 Targeting Guns, Dr. Gary Kleck, Criminologist, Florida State University, Aldine, 1997 
115 National Crime Victimization Survey, 2000, Bureau of Justice Statistics, BATF estimates on handgun 
supply 
116 Armed and Considered Dangerous: A Survey of Felons and Their Firearms, James Wright and Peter 
Rossi, Aldine, 1986 
117 A ñhot burglaryò is when the burglar enters a home while the residents are there 
118 Dr. Gary Kleck, Criminologist, Florida State University (1997) and Kopel (1992 and 1999) 
119 The Supreme Court invalidated the D.C. handgun ban in the Heller case (2008), but the city has made 
obtaining a handgun very difficult via local legislation 
120 Crime in the United States, FBI, 1998 
121 Crime Against Small Business, U.S. Small Business Administration, Senate Document No. 91-14, 1969 



Gun Facts ï Version 7.1 www.GunFacts.info 22 

Fact: In 1982, Kennesaw, GA, passed a law requiring heads of households to keep at least one 

firearm in the house. The residential burglary rate dropped 89% the following year.122  

Fact: A survey of felons revealed the following:123  

¶ 74% of felons agreed that, "One reason burglars avoid houses when people are at home 
is that they fear being shot during the crime." 

¶ 57% of felons polled agreed, "Criminals are more worried about meeting an armed victim 
than they are about running into the police." 

Myth: Private guns are used to commit violent crimes 

Fact: 90% of all violent crimes in the 

U.S. do not involve firearms of any 

type.124  

Fact: Even in crimes where the offender 

possessed a gun during the commission 

of the crime, 83% did not use or threaten 

to use the gun.125  

Fact: Fewer than 1% of firearms will 

ever be used in the commission of a 

crime.126  

Fact: Two-thirds of the people who die 

each year from gunfire are criminals being shot by other criminals.127  

Fact: Cincinnati's review of their gang problem revealed that 74% of homicides were committed 

by less than 1% of the population.128  

Fact: 92% of gang murders are committed with guns.129 Gangs are responsible for between 48% 

and 90% of all violent crimes.130  

                                                 
122 Crime Control Through the Private Use of Armed Force, Dr. Gary Kleck, Social Problems, February 
1988 
123 The Armed Criminal in America: A Survey of Incarcerated Felons, U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 
Federal Firearms Offenders study, 1997: National Institute of Justice, Research Report, July 1985, 
Department of Justice 
124 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, 1998 
125 National Crime Victimization Survey, 1994, Bureau of Justice Statistics 
126 FBI Uniform Crime Statistics, 1994 
127 FBI Uniform Crime Statistics, 1994 
128 Implementation of the Cincinnati Initiative to Reduce Violence (CIRV), University of Cincinnati Policing 
Institute, 2008 
129 Homicide trends in the United States, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 2011 
130 2011 National Gang Threat Assessment, FBI, September 2011 
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Fact: Most gun crimes are gang related, and as such are big-city issues. In fact, if mayors in larger 

cities were more diligent about controlling gang warfare, state and nationwide gun violence rates 

would fall dramatically.  

Myth: 40% of Americans have been or personally know 
a gun violence victim 

Fact: This data was from an unpublished survey conducted by a political research organization. 

Their own footnote reads ñGreenberg Quinlan Rosner Research for the New Venture Fund (Aug. 

2011). Note: this is not publicly available data.ò131  

Myth: Interstate transportation of guns defeats local 
gun control 

Fact: The BATF reports that the average age of a traced gun is 11 years132, meaning that most 

guns moving from state to state were transported when legal owners moved.  

Fact: Fewer than 5% of traced guns in California, many of which were not crime guns, came from 

neighboring Nevada and Arizona.133  

Myth: High-capacity, semi-automatics are preferred by 
criminals 

Fact: The use of semi-automatic handguns in crimes is slightly lower than the ratio of semi-

automatic handguns owned by private citizens. Any increase in style and capacity simply reflects 

the overall supply of the various types of firearms.134  

Myth: Banning ñSaturday Night Specialsò reduces 
crime 

Fact: This was the conclusion of the Johns Hopkins University Center for Gun Policy and 

Research ï and it is wrong. They studied firearm homicide rates from Maryland after passage of a 

"Saturday Night Special" ban in 1998. It seems the firearm homicide rate has not subsided and 

remained between 68-94% higher than the national average through 2008.135  

Fact: Even banning guns does not slow down criminals. In the U.K., where private ownership of 

firearms is practically forbidden, criminals have and use guns regularly, and even build their own. 

                                                 
131 Preventing Gun Violence Through Effective Messaging, OMP, KNP Communications, 2012 
132 BATF report #133664, California Tracing Reports for 2012 
133 BATF report #133664, California Tracing Reports for 2012 
134 Targeting Guns, Dr. Gary Kleck, Criminologist, Florida State University, Aldine, 1997 
135 Injury Mortality Reports 1999-2008, Center for Disease Control, online database 
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One enterprising fellow converted 170 starter pistols to functioning firearms and sold them to 

gangs. Hundreds of such underground gun factories have been established, contributing to a 35% 

jump in gun violence.136  

Myth: Criminals prefer ñSaturday Night Specialsò137 

Fact: ñSaturday Night Specialsò were used in fewer than 3% of crimes involving guns.138  

Fact: Fewer than 2% of all "Saturday Night Specials" made are used in crimes.  

Fact: ñWhat was available was the overriding factor in weapon choice [by criminals].ò139  

Myth: Gun shows are supermarkets for criminals 

Fact: Only 0.7% of convicts bought their firearms at gun shows. 39.2% obtained them from 

illegal street dealers.140  

Fact: Fewer than 1% of ñcrime gunsò were obtained at gun shows.141 This is a reduction from a 

1997 study that found 2% of guns used in criminal offenses were purchased at gun shows.142  

Fact: The FBI concluded in one study that no firearms acquired at gun shows were used to kill 

police. ñIn contrast to media myth, none of the firearms in the study were obtained from gun 

shows.ò143  

Fact: Only 5% of metropolitan police departments believe gun shows are a problem.144  

Fact: Only 3.5% of youthful offenders reported that they obtained their last handgun at a gun 

show.145  

                                                 
136 Gun crime spreads 'like a cancer' across Britain, The Guardian, Oct 5, 2003 
137 ñSaturday Night Specialò is a term, with racist origin, describing an inexpensive firearm.  Part of the 
origin of the term came from ñsuicide specialò, describing an inexpensive handgun purchased specifically 
for committing suicide.  The racist origins are too detestable to repeat here. 
138 FBI Uniform Crime Statistics, 1994 
139 Violent Encounters: A Study of Felonious Assaults on Our Nation's Law Enforcement Officers, U.S. 
Department of Justice, August 2006 
140 Firearm Use by Offenders, Bureau of Justice Statistics, February 2002 
141 Violent Encounters: A Study of Felonious Assaults on Our Nation's Law Enforcement Officers, U.S. 
Department of Justice, August 2006 
142 Homicide in Eight U.S. Cities, National Institute of Justice, December 1997 
143 Violent Encounters: A Study of Felonious Assaults on Our Nation's Law Enforcement Officers, U.S. 
Department of Justice, August 2006 
144 On the Front Line: Making Gun Interdiction Work, Center to Prevent Handgun Violence, February 1998, 
survey of 37 police departments in large cities 
145 Patterns in Gun Acquisition and Use by Youthful Offenders in Michigan, Timothy S. Bynum, Todd G. 
Beitzel, Tracy A. OôConnell & Sean P. Varano, 1999 
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Fact: 93% of guns used in crimes are obtained illegally (i.e., not at gun stores or gun shows).146  

Fact: At most, 14% of all firearms traced in investigations were purchased at gun shows.147 But 

this includes all firearms that the police traced, whether or not they were used in crimes, which 

overstates the acquisition rate.  

Fact: Gun dealers are federally licensed. They are bound to stringent rules for sales that apply 

equally whether they are selling firearms from a storefront or a gun show.148  

Fact: Most crime guns are either bought off the street from illegal sources (39.2%) or through 

straw-man purchases by family members or friends (39.6%).149  

Myth: All four guns used at Columbine were bought at 
gun shows 

Fact: Each of the guns was either bought through an intermediary or someone who knew they 

were going to underage buyers. In all cases there was a purposeful criminal activity occurring and 

the actors knew they were breaking the law.  

Myth: 25-50% of the vendors at most gun shows are 
ñunlicensed dealersò 

Fact: There is no such thing as an ñunlicensed dealer,ò except for people who buy and sell antique 

ð curio ð firearms as a hobby (not a business).  

Fact: This 25-50% figure can only be achieved if you include those dealers not selling guns at 

these shows. These non-gun dealers include knife makers, ammunition dealers, accessories 

dealers, military artifact traders, clothing vendors, bumper-sticker sellers, and hobbyists. In short, 

50% of the vendors at shows are not selling firearms at all!  

Myth: Regulation of gun shows would reduce ñstraw 
salesò 

Fact: The main study that makes this claim had no scientific means for determining what sales at 

the show were ñstraw sales.ò Behaviors that Dr. Wintemute cited as ñclear evidenceò of a straw 

purchase were observational only and were more likely instances of more experienced 

                                                 
146 BATF, 1999 
147 BATF, June 2000, covers only July 1996 through December 1998 
148 BATF, 2000 
149 Firearm use by Offenders, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November 2001 
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acquaintances helping in a purchase decision. No attempts were made to verify that the sales in 

question were straw sales.150  

Myth: Prison isn't the answer to crime control 

Fact: Why does crime rise when criminals are released from prison early? Because they are likely 

to commit more crimes. 67.5% were re-arrested for new felonies or serious misdemeanors within 

three years. Extrapolating, those released felons killed another 2,282 people.151  

Fact: 45% of state prisoners were, at the time they committed their offense, under conditional 

supervision in the community ï either on probation or on parole.152 Keeping violent convicts in 

prison would reduce violent crimes.  

Fact: Homicide convicts serve a little more than half of their original sentences.153 Given that men 

tend to be less prone to violent behavior as they age,154 holding them for their full sentences would 

probably reduce violence significantly.  

Fact: Los Angeles County saw repeat offender and re-arrest rates soar after authorities closed jails 

and released prisoners early. In less than three years, early release of prisoners in LA resulted 

in:155  

¶ 15,775 rearrested convicts 
¶ 1,443 assault charges156 
¶ 518 robbery charges 
¶ 215 sex-offense charges 
¶ 16 murder charges 

Fact: In 1991, 13,200 homicides were committed by felons on parole or probation. For 

comparison sake, this is about half of the 1999 annual gun death totals (keep in mind that gun 

deaths fell from 1991 to 1999).  

Myth: Waiting periods prevent rash crimes and reduce 
violent crime rates 

Fact: The ñtime-to-crimeò of a firearm is about 11 years, making it rare that a newly purchased 

firearm is used in a crime.157  

                                                 
150 Gun shows across a multistate American gun market, Dr. GJ Wintemute, British Medical Journal, 2007 
151 Reentry Trends in the U.S., Recidivism, Department of Justice, 1999 
152 US Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1991 
153 Firearm Use by Offenders, Bureau of Justice Statistics, November, 2001 
154 Homicide rates peak in the 18-24-year-old group, Bureau of Justice Statistics, online database 
155 Releasing Inmates Early Has a Costly Human Toll, Los Angeles Times, May 14, 2006 
156 Keep in mind these are just charges. Each arrested convict may have committed multiple crimes. 
157 Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms as reported by Time Magazine, July 12, 2002 
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Fact: The national five-day waiting period under the Brady Bill had no impact on murder or 

robbery. In fact, there was a slight increase in rape and aggravated assault, indicating no effective 

suppression of certain violent crimes. Thus, for two crime categories, a possible effect was to 

delay law-abiding citizens from getting a gun for protection. The risks were greatest for crimes 

against women.158  

Fact: Comparing homicide rates in 18 states that had waiting periods and background checks 

before the Brady Bill with rates in the 32 states that had no comparable laws, the difference in 

change of homicide rates was ñinsignificantò.159  

Myth: 86% of Americans, 82% of gun owners favor 
universal background checks 

Fact: Those statistics came from a pair of surveys reported by gun control group Mayors Against 

Illegal Guns, who has been caught stacking survey responses by polling left-of-center mailing 

lists.  

Myth: Gun makers are selling plastic guns that slip 
through metal detectors 

Fact: There is no such thing as a óplastic gunô. This myth started in 1980160 when Glock began 

marketing a handgun with a polymer frame, not the entire firearm. Most of a Glock is metal (83% 

by weight) and detectable in common metal and x-ray detectors. "[D]espite a relatively common 

impression to the contrary, there is no current non-metal firearm not reasonably detectable by 

present technology and methods in use at our airports today, nor to my knowledge, is anyone on 

the threshold of developing such a firearm."161 Incidentally, Glocks are one of the favorite 

handguns of police departments because it is lightweight, thanks to the polymer frame.  

Myth: Machine guns162 are favored by criminals 

Fact: In the drug-ridden Miami of 1980, fewer than 1% of all gun homicides were with machine 

guns.163  

                                                 
158 Dr. John Lott Jr., University of Chicago School of Law, 1997 
159 Dr. Jens Ludwig, Dr. Philip J. Cook, Journal of the American Medical Association, August 2000 
160 Heckler and Koch made a polymer framed firearm earlier, in 1968, but the myth seems to have erupted 
after Glock began promoting theirs to police departments. 
161 Billie Vincent, FAA Director of Civil Aviation Security, House Subcommittee on Crime, May 15, 1986 
162 In this myth, ñmachine gunò represents ñfully automaticò firearms, ones that fire bullets as long as the 
trigger is pulled 
163 Miami Herald, August 23, 1984, based on figures from Dr. Joseph Davis, Dade County medical 
examiner 
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Fact: None of over 2,220 firearms recovered from crime scenes by the Minneapolis police in 

1987-89 were machine guns.164  

Fact: 0.7% of seized guns in Detroit in 1991-92 were machine guns.165  

Myth: Corrupt dealers sell almost 60 percent of crime 
guns 

Fact: Only 0.5% of the reported traces were for an original purchase of three years or less before 

the trace was conducted.166 Thus, 99.5% of retailer sales had left their control long before the gun 

was traced (and many traces are not for crime guns).  

Fact: The average ñtime to crimeò, the time between the retail sale of a firearm and its use in a 

crime, is eleven years. A firearm can change hands and travel far in six years.  

  

                                                 
164 1994, Minnesota Medical Association Firearm Injury Prevention Task Force 
165 J. Gayle Mericle, 1989, Unpublished report of the Metropolitan Area Narcotics Squad, Will and Grundy 
Counties 
166 Following the Gun: Enforcing Federal Law Against Firearms Traffickers, BATF, 2000 
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Children and Guns 

Myth: There have been 96 school shootings since 
Sandy Hook 

Fact: This analysis of news reports was created by the gun control group Everytown. This study 

included:  

¶ College campuses (47% of cases) 
¶ Suicides attempts (18%) 
¶ Cases where nobody was hurt (27%) 

Some other analysts note that many of the cases are unrelated to school activity or actually 

occurred near campus, not on it. All in all, it is a poor study with no relevance to child 

endangerment.  

Myth: 13 children are killed each day by guns 

Fact: Adults included ï This ñstatisticò includes ñchildrenò up to age 19 or 24, depending on the 

source.167 Since most violent crime is 

committed by males ages 16-24, the "13 

children" number includes adult gang 

members dying during criminal 

activity.  The proper definition of óchildô 

is a person between birth and puberty 

(typically 13-14 years old) and in 2013 

only 1 child was killed on an average 

day nationwide, or about 0.02 children 

per state per day.  

Fact: 411 children (age 14 and under) 

died from gunfire in all of 2012 or 

slightly more than one per day. This 

includes homicides, accidents, and 

suicides combined.168  

Fact: Criminals are included - 

According to the CDC, over half of all homicides of victims aged 15-19 are gang-related. The 

                                                 
167 Center for Disease Control WISQARS Fatal Injury Reports for 2013 
168 Center for Disease Control WISQARS Fatal Injury Reports for 2010 

http://www.dictionary.com/cgi-bin/dict.pl?term=child











































































































































































